
Science 8R Course Information

Mrs McGuire

smcguire@3villagecsd.org

Supplies:

✔ Chromebook charged everyday

✔ Pens & Pencils

✔ Two pocket folder

✔ Stylus pen (recommended for use with Chromebook)

✔ Headphones (compatible with ChromeBook)

Grading Policy

Each quarter will consist of the following:

● Assessments (Tests and Projects) 60%- You will be asked to show your understanding of

content rather than just memorization of facts. Additionally, you might be asked to use the

material you have learned to complete several projects throughout the course.

● Labs/Activities 30%- In order to learn some of the skills that scientists use, we will be

completing many different labs and activities. THese might include some kind of written

report, data sheet, and/or questions.

● Homework 10%- Homework will be one of two items: either a chance to complete what we

were working on in class or to be introduced to content that we will work on the next day. We

will be using our digital textbook, digital review book, etc. for homework.

▪ Homework Complete=  5 out of 5

▪ Incomplete Homework= 1 out of 5

▪ Missing homework=  M in the portal which is a 0

Any homework that is missing or incomplete during a unit of study must be made up prior to

the unit test or quiz to get credit.

Google Classroom

All class assignments will be posted and submitted through Google Classroom. In addition, all

class notes and review material will be posted on Google Classroom.

All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on the due date and will be

submitted through Google Classroom. Any work not submitted on time (even if you are absent)

will be marked as “missing” in the grade portal that way you can see what you missed. Once the

work is submitted, the “missing” grade in the portal will be updated to reflect the score you

received on the assignment (minus points for being late if applicable).

Communication

Everyday you should check the class stream in Google Classroom. I will post important reminders

for the entire class or sometimes directly write you a message. (Don’t worry, if I write you a

personal message on the “stream”, no one else can see it.) Make sure you leave the “notifications”

for Google Classroom on. Additionally, you should check your district-issued email account on a

regular basis.

Once you submit an assignment that is given digitally through Google Classroom, you should check

back for a grade and teacher feedback. Comments written on your docs, slides, etc. by your

teacher are to help you understand content better or to see where you might have made a

mistake. Reading this feedback is probably the most important thing you can do in this class
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Digital Tools

We will use a variety of digital tools in this class which may include Google Suite, Gizmos, Kami,

Nearpod, EdPuzzle, and our e-text and interactive tools.

Late Policy

Unless you have a valid reason, assignments need to be submitted on time and will lose 10%.

Work submitted after it has been handed back will lose 30%. If a student is absent from school,

s/he should meet with me upon returning to make a plan to make up any missing assignments.

Being absent is not an excuse for not making up an assignment or a homework!

Extra Help

If you do not understand some material or have been absent, please come for extra help.

Extra help will be available during period 6 lunch. You must sign-up for extra help in advance so

the teacher knows you plan to attend.

Due to these uncertain times we are facing, there may come a time when school has to close for

a period of time (days, weeks, or more).  During this time all students will become remote

learners and class will continue as close to normal as possible.  This will require flexibility from

everyone. In the event that we are all at home you will follow your class schedule the same way

you do when you are in school.  You will need to log on to our class during the regularly scheduled

time slot.  In the event that happens you will receive more information on how to do this.

Science 8 Unit Outline

Work and Energy
● Work, forces and energy

● Waves

● Kinetic Energy

● Potential Energy

● Forms of energy

● Energy Transformations

Role of Water in Earth’s Processes
● The water cycle

● Weathering and erosion

Earth’s Tectonic Processes
● Earth’s interior

● Tectonic processes

● Evidence of plate movement

● Fossil record and geologic time scale

Natural Selection and Adaptations
● Evidence for Evolution

● Survival of the fittest

● Natural selection

Heredity and Reproduction
● Inheritance of Traits

● Genes and Mutations

● Reproduction

● Selective breeding


